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Mr. Mark Flint, Grade 8 Teacher, Celebrates 25 Years at SMS!  

Dates to Remember  

 

 
Wednesday, August 26th  Meeting for Pre-K Parents @ 6:00pm 
     Meeting for Kindergarten Parents @ 7:00pm 
Tuesday, September 1   First Day of Schoolð12:00pm dismissal 
Wednesday, September 2  Early Release 
Thursday, September 3   Early Release 
Friday, September 4   No School 
Monday, September 7   No School, Labor Day Holiday 
Tuesday, September 8   First Full Day of School  

 
Saint Mary's will be celebrating 100 years of quality Catholic education throughout the 2009-2010 school year, 

culminating with a gala on June 5, 2010 (site to be announced).  In an era when so many parish schools have had to 
close their doors, Saint Mary's continues to serve the needs of local boys and girls with the same enthusiasm and 

expertise the Holy Child Sisters brought with them to Melrose in 1909.  Our kick off event will be Sunday, October 4th 
and Cardinal OôMalley will be our Celebrant at the 11:30am Mass. 
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How many people do you 
know who have stayed in the 
same job and in the same 
career for 25 years? You 
may not be able to name 
many, if any! But now youôll 
be able to say you do know 
someone: itôs Mr. Mark Flint, 
who is not only one of the 
grade 8 teachers, but is also 
the Junior High Coordinator.  
Never knew the school had a 
Junior High Coordinator? Itôs 
one of several 
responsibilities Mr. Flint has 

here at SMS. In this role, Mr. Flint serves as the Junior 
High liaison to Mrs. Boyle and oversees all of the Junior 
High. His duties include scheduling, making disciplinary 
decisions for the 7th and 8th grades, overseeing the 
maintenance of the Jr. High building, and supporting the 
Jr. High faculty. He and Mrs. Janice Sullivan are co-
chairs of the 8th grade graduation, and he and Mrs. 
Murray (grade 6 teacher) work in partnership on the 
annual Christmas pageant (beautifully performed by 
grades 5-8). This pageant has been a tradition since the 
school opened its doors in 1909 ð it began with the 
Sisters of the Holy Child Jesus, SHCJ ð and Mr. Flint 
and Mrs. Murray make sure that every pageant keeps the 
traditions first introduced 100 years ago. Mr. Flint also 
started and continues to moderate the Student Council 
with Mrs. Harutunian here at SMS, and the group is part 
of TACSC (The Association of Catholic Student 
Councils).  The Student Council, with the help of Mrs. 
Harutunian, presents the Living Stations of the Cross 
each Lenten season, one of many events it runs 
throughout the school year.  Oh, and he teaches the 7

th
 

and 8
th
 grades, tooéwas that mentioned? 

 
But, before Mr. Flint was given all these responsibilities, 
he had to go to school and it was here at Saint Maryôs 
that Mr. Flint got his start. He graduated in 1974, went on 
to BC High (Class of 1978), continued on to Boston 
College, graduating in December 1981 with a major in 
Elementary Education and a Minor in Math Education,  

and also concentrated in the Education of the Gifted.  He 
received his Masters in Educational Administration from 
UMass/Boston and is certified to be a school principal in 
Massachusetts.  
 
His very first job after graduating from BC was teaching 
second grade and seventh and eighth grade French here 
at SMS when Sister Charlotte Ann was the principal. 
Then he went to Saint Patrickôs School in Watertown 
where he taught for three years before returning to SMS 
in 1985éand heôs been here ever since, teaching grades 
7 and 8 (heôs always had a grade 8 homeroom).  ñI have 
never wanted to leave education. I returned to Melrose 
and SMS because they are where my heart is,ò Mr. Flint 
said, ñKeeping the traditions the SHCJ started at SMS in 
1909 is very important to me. Working for the Church is 
very important to me. Those are some of the reasons I 
never left SMS.ò And there are several more reasons why 
Mr. Flint has never left our community: his pride being a 
SMS alumnus and being Catholic, the family atmosphere 
and spirit, the wonderful colleagues in the school, the 
teamwork with the Jr. High faculty, and the great kids he 
teaches every day. 
 
The kids he teaches every dayéthat made me think to 
ask this question: ñWhat changes have you seen in kids 
these past 25 years?ò  He incorporated his answer to this 
by also commenting on the changes in education in 
general heôs seen in the past 25 years. Here are his 
observationséThe faculty 25 years ago was partially 
religious, and now it is completely lay; ñchalk talkò and 
getting information from encyclopedias have turned into 
teaching students by using mostly technology and the 
Internet; using teaching strategies that were for the 
classroom as a whole have now become teaching to the 
individual studentéitôs called differentiated learning and 
itôs used to meet every childôs specific needs. He says 
students nowadays are more aware of the dangers in the 
world and risky behaviors, and heôs happy to see this 
shift in awareness. 
 

Continued on page 30  



 

 
Arlington Catholic  
Nicole Herendeen 
 
Austin Preparatory School  
Jonathan Cronin 
Emmaline Duff 
Anya Ioffredo 
Lauren Sadowski 
 
Bishop Fenwick High School  
Rose Fantozzi 
 
Boston College High School  
James Eisenberg 
Christopher Littlehale 
Andre Haddad 
Thomas OôDonnell 
Christopher Sullivan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Malden Catholic High School  
Christopher Blaney 
Sean Cray 
Alec De Benedictis 
Cameron DeCroteau 
Colin Dyer 
Matthew Fitzemeyer 
Francis Hannon 
Edward Kearnan 
Shea Leavis 
Tyler Lind 
Michael Nee 
Brendan OôBrien 
Dominic Sardo 
Grant Simpson 
Samuel Willis 
 
Matignon High School  
Amanda McKenzie 
Christine Murphy 
 
 
Melrose High School  
Ashley Baldwin 
Katelyn Igo 
 

 
Mt. St. Joseph Academy  
Lia Brodeur 
Mikaila Christopher 
Raquel Doucette 
Megan Peterson 
Gianna Scioletti 
 
The Newman School  
Alexa Lucas 
 
St. Johnôs Preparatory School 
Matthew Durant 
Joseph Flynn 
 
St. Maryôs High School 
Jillian Flowers 
Erin Sanford 
 
Wakefield High School  
Heather Sandonato 
Ashton Williams 
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Field Day 2009  

Principal for the Day  

Gianna Paladino!  
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